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Amendments to the Claims; 

* 

This listing of claims will xq^lace ajl prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

* 

ListiJRg of Claims: 

■ • 

1 . (currently amended) An axle assembly fiar mounting a wheel hub to a vehicle 
frame comprising: 

a tubular body having first and second ends mountable to the vehicle frame, one 
of the first and second ends configured to be radially defoimable to Goiao agoia gt secure 
the tubular body to the vehicle fi:ame, the tubular body including m open-ended slot 
disposed at one of the JBurst aad second ends of the tubular body; 

. a lever actuator; and 

a follower assembly disposed proximate one of the first and second ends of fbe 
tubular body and axially displaceable relative to the tubular body in response to pivoting 
of the lever actuator, the . follower assembly .configured to radially deform one of the first 
and second ends of the tubular body in response to displacement of the . follower assembly 
by the lever actuator. . . 

■ 

2. (original) The axle assembly of claim 1, whereiu the tubular body includes a • 
plurality of open-ended slots disposed at one of the first and second ends of the tubular 

3. (original) The axle assembly of claim 1, wherein the lever actuator comprises a 
cam configured to axially displace the follower assembly in response to pivoting of the 
lever actuator; and the follower assembly comprises a first expander element disposed 
proximate one of the first and second ends of the tubular body, ttie first expander element 
shaped to r^i^nydfefor^^^ 

to axial displacemeut of the follower assembly by the cam. 
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4. (original) The axle assembly of claiixx 3, wherein the tubular body includes a 
plurality of open-ended slots disposed at one of the first and second ends of the tubular 
body. 

5. (original) The axle assembly of claun 4, wherein the first expander element is 
wedge-shaped. 

6. (original) The axle assembly of claim 3, wherein the follower assembly flirther 
comprises a barrel rotatably received by the lever actaator> the barrel eccentrically 
disposed within the lever actuator such that the cam axially displaces the follower 

> 

assembly in response to pivoting of the lever actuator. 

« 

7. (original) The axle assembly of claim 6, further comprising a first spring 
disposed between the tubular body and the first expander element, the spring configured 
to bias the first expander element away fo>m the tubular body. 


8. (original) The axle assembly of claim 7, wherein the tubular body includes a 
plurality of open-ended slots disposed at one of the first and second ends of the tabular 
body. 


9. (original) The axle assembly of claim 3, wherein the follower, assembly further 
comprises a linlHTig member pperably connecting the cam to the first expander element. 

10. (ori^al) The axle assembly of claim 9, wherein the follower assembly 
fiirther comprises a barrel rotatably received by the lever actuator^ the barrel eccentrically 
disposed within the lever actuator so as to axially displace the follower assembly in 
response to pivoting of the lever actuator. 

11. (origina)The axle assem^^ claim 10 fiifmer comprising a first "s^rijoig^ 
disposed between the tubtdar body and the first expander element, the spring configured 
to bias the first expander element away firom the tubular body. 
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12. (origiiial) The axle assembly of claim 1 1, wherein tihe tubular body includes a 
plurality of open-ended slots disposed at one of the first and second ends of the tubular 
body, . 

■ ■ " * 

13. (currently amended) The axle assembly of claim 9, wherein the other of the 
first and second ends of the tubular body is conj&guxed to be radially deformable to seize 
ogoinst to secure the tubular body to the vehicle frame; and the follower assembly further 
comprises a second expander element disposed proximate the other of the first and 

. second ends of the tubxjlar body, the second expander element opposably displaceable 
relative to the first expander elejjxent and shaped to radially deform the other of the first 
and second ends of the tubular body in response to axial displacement of the follower 
assembly by the cam. 

14. (original) The axle assembly of claim 13^, wherein the follower assembly 
further comprises a barrel rotatably received by the lever actuator, the barrel eccentrically 
disposed within die lever actuator so as to axially displace the follower assembly in 
response to pivoting of the lever actuator. 

> 

15- (origiaal) The axle assembly of claim 14 further comprising a second spring 
disposed between the tubular body and the second ^pander element, the second spring 
configured to bias the second expander element away firom the tubular body. 

16. (original) The axle assembly ofclarax l57wherem the tubutarbodyiSja^ a 7 
plurahty of open-^ded slots disposed at the other of the first and second ends of the 
tubular body* 

• • •**ltB*> **B4M *«• * ■>*.* .<«■.•*»<•»■■ Mill •<« • 

■ 

17. (original) The axle assembly of claim 16, wherein the tubular body further 
XQcludes an extension tab protruding firom one of the first and second ends of the tubular 
body, the extension 

thereby to rotate the tubular body in one of a first and second direction* 

« « 
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18. (original) The axle assembly of claim 8, wherein the tubular body further 
includes an extension tab protruding from one of the first and second ends of Ihe tubular 
body, the extension tab disposed proximate the lever actuator so as to be engageable 
thereby to rotate the tubular body in one of the first and second direction. 

* 

19. (original) The axle assembly 6f claim 12, wherein the tubular body further 
includes an extension tab protruding from one of the first and second ends of the tubular 
body, the extension tab disposed proximate the lever actuator 'so as to be engageable 
thereby to rotate the tubular body in one of a first and second direction. 


• ■ 
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